
Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional Schools 

Re-Opening Task Force Meeting Context and Frequently Asked Questions 

 

CONTEXT: 

The WPRSD held two, virtual Re-opening Task Force Meetings on July 16, 2020 to obtain input 

and answer questions about our potential school reopening plans for the Fall of 2020.   

GOAL: 

Our reopening goal is focused sharply on safety and safety for our entire school community.  

INTRODUCTION: 

There is a complexity to the context of reopening our schools.  The COVID -19 pandemic 

situation is fluid and the related information and data changes rapidly.  The tradeoffs we are 

contemplating are painful, but we are here to keep our students and our entire school 

community safe, and to support parents and guardians. 

REASONS TO RETURN TO SCHOOL: 

Social and Emotional 

Academic 

Economic Implications  

…and so many more! 

HIGHLIHGTS OF OUR WPRSD SCHOOL COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS (as of JULY 16, 2020): 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Support of CDC recommendations, enhanced cleaning/disinfection, mask wearing, social distancing and 

frequent opportunities for handwashing were also noted survey responses.  

 

CRITICAL AREAS OF SCHOOL OPERATION AS WE CRAFT OUR PLAN: 

The following section provided you with infirst months of the 2020-21 school year will reflect our 
Phase I Plan which in the MOST CONSERVATIVE reopening scenario.   

 
A. Critical Area of Operation #1 - General Health and Safety Guidelines 
 

• Protocol for High Risk Staff 

• Protocol for High Risk Students 

• Virtual Option – awaiting confirmation from the NJ Department of Education 
 
B. Critical Area of Operation #2 - Classrooms, Testing, and Therapy Rooms 
 

• Social Distancing in Instructional and Non-instructional Rooms 

• Procedures for Hand Sanitizing/Washing 

• Protocols for Wearing Masks/Face Coverings  
 
C. Critical Area of Operation #3 - Transportation 
 

• Student Transportation at 50% capacity 

• Social Distancing on School Buses 

• Protocols for Wearing Masks/Face Coverings 
 
D. Critical Area of Operation #4 - Student Flow, Entry, Exit, and Common Areas 
 

• Student and Staff Screening tools and protocols 

• Social Distancing in Entrances, Exits, and Common Areas 



• Social Distancing in Arrival/Departure 
 
E. Critical Area of Operation #5 - Screening, PPE, and Response to Students and Staff 

Presenting Symptoms 
 

• Screening Procedures for Students and Staff 

• Protocols for Symptomatic Students and Staff/Quarantine 

• Protocols for PPE 
 
F. Critical Area of Operation #6 - Contact Tracing 
 

• Coordinated with Salem County Health Department 
 
G. Critical Area of Operation #7 - Facilities Cleaning Practices 
 

• Enhanced Cleaning and Disinfecting of Schools and School Equipment with 
CDC Approved Disinfectant 

 
H. Critical Area of Operation #8 – Meals 
 

• “Grab-and-Go” Concept  at WMS and WHS 

• Delivery at the Elementary Level 

• Contact-less Payment 

• Address Food Insecurity 
 
I. Critical Area of Operation #9 - Recess and Physical Education 
 

• No use of equipment 

• Socially Distant Structure 
 
J. Critical Area of Operation #10 - Field Trips, Extra-Curricular Activities, and Use of 

Facilities Outside of School Hours 
 

• Field Trips – virtual 

• Clubs – virtual 

• No use of the facilities by outside groups due to enhanced cleaning 
 
K. Academic, Social, and Behavioral Supports 
 

• Additional Social/Emotional Learning Opportunities 
 

L. Restart Committee 
 

• Virtual Task force Meetings – Open to All 

• Restart Committee - Smaller Team 



 
M. Pandemic Response Team 
 

• Entity of our District Crisis Response Team (In place) 
 
N. Scheduling of Students  
 

• Student Cohorts:  
o 50% of students on “Orange Team” In-person Monday and Tuesday; virtual 

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 
o 50% of students on “Blue Team” In-person Thursday and Friday; virtual 

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.  
o Wednesday – deep cleaning of schools between teams.  
o Families would be taken into consideration regarding team cohorts.  

 

• School Day 
o Modified early dismissal day to reduce exposure, and to enable time for 

teachers and staff to connect with virtual learners as per the above 
teaming concept.  
 

• Educational Program 
o Compacted Curriculum 
o Individualization based on Student Needs 

 
O. Staffing  

 

• Professional Development 
o Hybrid/Flipped Classroom 
o COVID -19 Safety 

 
P. Athletics  
 

• NJSIAA has placed Fall Sports on a Delayed Schedule 

• Phase I and II of NJSIAA’s Plan involve cohorts and symptom checking.  
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: 
 

***PLEASE NOTE*** The WPRSD is currently preparing our Reopening Plans for Fall 

2020.  The answers below are subject to change based on updated CDC guidance, 

new NJDOE information and requirements, as well as upon the finalization of our 

WPRSD Reopening Plan.  

 

 

 



Questions Answers 
Will you be hiring extra teaching staff? Not at this time as the governor has cut our 2020-2021 

budget due to COVID 19. 
Will extra staff be hired for sanitation? How will 
cleaning be increased? 

Although we are not hiring extra staff, we have 
additional disinfection equipment and are rearranging 
staff schedules to complete extra cleaning and 
disinfection. 

Will the required number of school days still be 
required?  Is the 180-day number for every student or 
just the district? 

The State has not changed the 180-day requirement at 
this time. 

If children already have chromebooks are they still 
required to receive one from the school? 

The District is preparing for a 1:1 initiative and students 
will be required to use district issued chromebooks. 

Can children bring their own sanitizer? The District is providing sanitizer in each classroom. 
Will parents be allowed at school? Visitors will be restricted, however in an emergency, an 

exemption will be made on a case by case basis. 
How will you have drills (fire, bomb, shelter in place 
etc.). 

The Department of Education has restructured drill 
requirements and most drills will be a table-top 
exercise at this time. 

Will students have masks? Who is responsible for 
providing them? 

In the Department of Education Plan, masks are 
required when social/distancing is not attainable. The 
District will provide disposable masks for students or 
staff who forget them. 

Will SACC be open this year? District representatives are attending the SACC Board 
Meeting and will discuss options. 

How will students enter the buildings? An ingress and egress plan will be in place at all schools. 
Each building will have one-way traffic flow plan.   

How will high school students change classes? High School cohorts will be made with class changes in 
mind. 

How is SEL being handled? Social Emotional Learning plans will be infused into the 
curriculum. 

How will vo-tech work for students? When the vo-tech plan is announced we will consult 
with them. 

What will the start and end times of the day be? Start and end times will be a modified early dismissal 
day.  Exact times will be refined upon plan completion. 

How will specials (art, music, speech etc.) be 
handled? 

We anticipate a modified early dismissal schedule that 
includes specials and speech. 

Can students take lunch home rather than eat in 
class? 

At this point in our planning, Middle and High School, 
students will have a grab and go lunch to be eaten at 
home. Elementary students may have lunch delivered 
to the classroom. 

When will students be screened for sickness prior to 
entering the building? 

Parents will complete a daily COVID symptom screening 
questionnaire.  Random and as needed temperature 
checks will occur.  

What happens if parents send their children to school 
if they are sick? 

If students exhibit COVID 19 symptoms, they will be 
quarantined and picked up by parents. 



If my child is sick but not COVID when can they come 
back to school? What documentation will be needed? 

Our absence policy due to illness will remain intact. 

If a student or teacher gets sick will the entire class be 
quarantined? 

Our entire school community will be notified if there is 
a positive COVID 19 case.  Student cohorts will be 
quarantined for 14 days. Consideration will be made for 
full school quarantine. 

What would a student or staff member need in order 
to return to school if tested positive? 

A doctor's note clarifying timelines that follow CDC 
regulations will be required. 

How will contact tracing be done? Nurses will be trained and will work in conjunction with 
the Salem County Board of Health. 

How will students be graded? As the district will now be 1:1 for all students, regular 
grading policies will now be in place.  

How will students be selected for the groups? Can we 
change if assigned group conflicts work? 

We are planning to survey families to try to 
accommodate preferences. Once our plan is solidified 
families will be notified. 

Will teachers be teaching both Orange and Blue 
cohorts all days, just one group in person and one 
virtually? 

Yes. 

If virtual instruction is not approved will I need to 
send my child to school? Can the school provide 
homeschool curriculum? 

As of July 20, the Department of Education will allow a 
fully virtual option.  Public Schools do not provide 
curriculum for students who withdrawal from the 
district to be homeschooled. 

Will teachers stream live everyday if virtual only 
instruction is offered? 

Teachers will upload lessons daily and remote office 
hours will be provided. 

Is 2 half days and 1 virtual day enough for what was 
missed last year? New content? 

Students will receive instruction virtually and/or in class 
daily. 

Timing of the school day -  The district is considering modified early dismissal 
school days to enforce social distancing, reduce in 
person time to minimize the spread the disease and 
allow students to receive in class or virtual instruction 
daily. 

When will the WRSD Reopening Plan be finalized so 
parents can plan accordingly? 

The NJ Department of Education has mandated that 
plans be finalized one month before school opens.   

 

 

 

 

 


